NEWGATE PRISON (DUBLIN.) 



Copy of a LETTER from the Right honourable Henry Goulburn to the Inspectors 
General of Prisons in Ireland, directing them to inquire into the evils arising 
from the bad Construction, deficiency of Accommodation, and the want of 
Classification, in the Prison of Newgate, in the City of Dublin: Together 
■with a Copy of the Report of the Inspectors General of Prisons, in answer 
thereto ; with Two Enclosures, (A) Comparative View of the Average Number 
of Prisoners in different Prisons in the City of Dublin ; and (B) General 
Outline of a Plan of a Prison. 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 20 March 1826. 



TO THE INSPECTORS GENERAL OF PRISONS, 
&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 6 January 182b. 

T HE state of the prison of Newgate, in the city of Dublin, has been frequently 
brought under the Lord Lieutenant’s notice, not only in your Reports, 
but by several judges and by many other persons interested in the maintenance of 
prison discipline; nor is it possible to doubt but that many and great evils result 
both to the public and to the prisoners from the unfitness of the construction of 
the present building, from the contracted space for the accommodation of so large a 
body of prisoners as are necessarily committed to it, and the consequent impossi- 
bility of maintaining proper order or classification : various suggestions have been 
also made as to the best mode of remedying those evils, of which the principal are : 

1st. An enlargement of the existing gaol : 

2d. An addition to the number of places of confinement for prisoners in Dublin : 

3d. The building a new gaol for the city on a different site, calculated ftr 
meet fully the wants of the population, and to serve as a model for other 
gaols in Ireland. 

Before expressing any opinion upon these several plans, the Lord Lieutenant 
has commanded me to refer the whole subject to your consideration, and to 
request that you would report to me, with as little delay as a proper investigation 
of the subject will admit, wliat course appears to you the best calculated to meet 
the existing evil. In forming a judgment on this point yon will not fail to have 
a reference to expense which any plan may occasion, and to state the grounds upon 
which your decision, whatever it may be, is grounded. 

You will of course consider yourselves authorized to incur atiy moderate 
expense in the survey of ground, or' making such general plans may be 
necessary to guide your judgment. 

I have, &C. 

(signed) HENRY GOULBURN. 
184. A 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY GOULBURN 

&C. &c. &C. 



SIR, 



Inspector General’s Office, 41, Leeson-street, Dnblii 
7th March 1826'. 




WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the fin. 
January refernng for our consideration the subject of the evils arising from the 
bad construction, deficiency of accommodation, and the total want of classification 
mtlie prison of Newgate, in the city of Dublin, and directing us to report for he 
fonnafon of Ins Excelency the Lord Lieutenant, what course appemVto 
slat n» the J ft r i,tin S ft’ ha ™S a reference to the Spe* » 

stating the grounds on which our opinion is founded. p 

mehmftft necessary t° occupy your time with a detail of the crowded and 
we have be • T W fo ™ d tllis old P™on in. during the four years 

knotn to P “ I “ ft 0 ft of such *«€i«t accommodation am 
known to Government, and have been annually stated in our Reports to Parlia 

“b“ d ft effectual remedy (by erecting a new prison) ftud have been' 
applied were it not for the refusal of the Graiid Jury hitherto to present the 
lequisite funds, grounding such refusal on the poverty of the city. P 

This Report E accompanied by a Comparative View of the average Number of 
1 nsoners in the City ; by which it appears that the numbers are generally about 

New^te fL aCC0 " lm at ‘° n f d - C °" SiStS ° f63 “ lls >“ d '» small rooms in 
Newgate, foi an average of 300 prisoners; 100 cells in Richmond bridewell 
with a few rooms used as dormitories, on account of the deficiency of cells for 
250 prisoners, and provision made for an inferior description in Smithfield peni- 
tentiary, for 70 male juvenile offenders and 50 females. The result is, that all 
ft m ft C1Wd a t0 , “ CeSS ' and were mosl of the ftoners not placed in 
ft 1 ft v eP ( ° ftft P re J udi “ of all classification,) the number of 
cells (not exceeding 200) would not accommodate more than one-fourth of the 
average number of prisoners with a separate cell, as the law directs, and which 
every view of order cleanliness and reformation fully demonstrates the necessity of. 
We have only to add on this part of the subject, that the structure of Newgate is 
in every respect inapplicable to prison discipline ; devoid of sufficient airing yards 

s Je Xt of - "ftft Separate infirmary ° r cha P el 1 “ d did crowded 
state admit of employment for its inmates, it would be impracticable, as there are 
no such rooms or ground on which to erect them. Thus it appears to us clearly 
to X r tC f ftlft ft d,tlonal . ac c°mmodation of 400 cells at the least is required 
enforce i y . 0f ft ? comply with the enactments of the Legislature, and to 
vood nr- ft ftftft? hard labour, which is absolutely necessary to a 
f toft to ft ft’ ft "ft ft e ca " hold out an T h °PC °f confinement being 
Lve b 1 depraved criminal, or a place of reformation for those who may not 
have abandoned every feeling of remorse for their crimes. ^ 

obiert offtdtft *1° b<i ctmsidered ™ der y°“t instructions is to ascertain how the 
inffn “ftft °ft e obfained, with the least expense, keep- 

al a mftftnft ft rem ft ft 14 be P ro P osed > aad ‘hat the plan should 
and for thift atrueture and interior management for other gaols in Ireland ; 
Dublin ftbft P 7 " ° btalned an interview with the Grand Jury of the city of 
rnsftft nftZ "ft ft that any additions to the present gaols would not 
all such o 1 Ff P ® s, an( ^ Id end in disappointment, as experience lias proved 
all such additions to do. The Grand Jury are now disposed to present for the half 
the A ft fft t0 erec ! a fi^-rate prison, to be paid by instalments , under 
GovorFmpnf P ^ men ’ P T V1, J eC a grant 0f tlie other half can be obtained from 
ffiatin ft ft 16 gr ° UndS tlla inability of the city to meet the expense, and 
f T ? ft a ' lat . 10nal be nefit would arise from it, by providing a model 
prison for I, eland exclusive of which, the city complain that they have to provide 

co int e. “ft 1 ”" 104 ' ft ft SU , Pport of mar, y criminals from the neighbouring 
counties, whose resort for plunder is in the capital, though they are not resident 

We 
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NEWGATE PRISON (DUBLIN.) 

court of King’s Bench, and Ms Lordship Hm eTpres^dT^f ,9 k * ep Justice of the 
following plan, which we submit for consideration d ^ M a PP robatl ™ of ‘he 

,s shS t a]1 tr / ed -***“<» 

classification, inspection and^hard labour P lan fo1 ' 

with appropriate work rooms fro fro .1,’ ° con ^ ain f° ur hundred cells, 
chosenTnd 3 c a rried°on by°Gov&rninent • ^ Slt6 ’ P 1 - building to be 

*a£SSS**»- fc *s«eas 

be managed by a Matron, under the CeSfcMrof’ This ^ 
J™“J d mV ° lTe f eC r-"! y - in gUards and tee P ers ’ a " d add many advamam 
now, ^It^SSo^^tZ^ ^ 

^^“dE^fS nttout Sf^eS 0 ”^’ "*> 
could then be sold, and the amount plaoed to the credit of the new gaoT” 

ti&ssss&as&gsB 

“m SS? $ be’ 

whoever gives the best and most reasonable plan. ’ 7 B g the contract t0 

snblhf Pea,S ty ‘If accom P aI )ylng sketch, that a prison to contain 400 cells with 
suitable accommodation, would cost from 70.. to 80 thousand pounds rnd „ U 
equire an area of about four acres, and the purchase of thp nrmi 1 1 1 

between two and three thousand pounds ' ° f the gr ° Und WOuld cost 

would be rSbU”’™ ad ° pted ’ t,lepris0 “ accomm °dation of Dublin 



Newgate would contain, untried prisoners 
Richmond Bridewell (females) _ 

New House of Correction- (males) _ 


150 

200 

400 




750 



oflL !h anVI° SethisR f ep0 1, b T 0bSer,i, l & tkat ’ in add 'tion to the actual want 
ot cells and day-rooms for all classes in Newgate, there is in the city of Dublin 
a most serious difficulty arising from the want of proper classification and employ 
ment for criminals, both male and female, who are committed for short periods of 

sTZrr; 1 “■ , not i r liaps pre t enting *°° "»*« a ™ <* the S35 £ 

“ f ? O ° ,tle , s the P, eKons char g ed with ‘be heayier crimes are not the 
worst people in the gaols, at least are not those who are the fittest subjects for 

he mo FT”, a ?° Ur ? d dlscI P line ’ Such means are the most needed, and would 
the T b- e *, ffe i 0tUa i m ™ W ° f cteck mg the commission of crime, in the case of 
who oo bltaal P w k i P °F ke h P ‘ ferer 01 ¥a S r!mt femaIe . committed for short periods 

imomfavTF w tT at l° nCe b t plaC f a ‘ bard lab °" r ’ with a11 tlla additional 
gnominy of a workhouse dress, shorn hair, Sec. Sec. The gaols of Dublin are 

4 ' A2 infested 
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4 PAPERS RELATING TO NEWGATE PRISON (DUBLIN.) 

infested with these characters, who disregard their present imprisonment, as it 
brings with it no punishment beyond the mere personal restraint ; and they 
frequently leave gaol worse characters than when they reached it, having all the 
opportunity that evil company and idleness affords, to harden them in guilt. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(signed) 

(True Copies.) 

C. W. Flint. 

Irish Office, London, 

March 20th, 1826. 



$ James Palmer. , 

{B. Woodward, 

Inspect" Gen 1 of Prisons. 



(A.) 

Comparative View of the average Number of Prisoners in the different Prisons 
in the City of Dublin. 



■ CLASSES of PRISON EllS. 


Richmond 

Bridewell. 


Newgate, 


Smithfield. 


TOTAL. 




N° on . 
23 Jan. 


Average 

N°. 


N° on 1 
25 Jan. | 


Average 

No, 


N“ on 
25 Jan. 


Average 

N". 


N° on 
25 Jan. 


Average 

N°. 


MALES : 


















Sentenced to 6 months and upwards 


15 M 




37 1 




- 


- 


159 


- 


- from 4 to 6 months 


- 




33 




- 


_ 


32 


- 


- from 2 to 4 months 


• 


170 


.5 


150 


- 


- 


16 


- 


- under 2 months - 


3 J 




25 J 






- 


28 


- 


convicts to transportation 


- 


1 - 


54 


40 


- 


-• 


54 


- 


- juvenile offenders 


- 


- 


- : 


~ 


67 


70 


67 


- 


Untried - - - - 


- 


- 


62 


' 70 


- 


: r 


62 




.FEMALES : 














418 




Sentenced to 6 months and upwards 


117 


130 


; 




44-1 


' ■' % 


. 161 . 




- from 4 to 6 months 


- 






■ - 


-J 


60 




- 


from 2 to 4 months 


•- 




- 


H: 


; : I0 


- 


. under 2 months - 


- 




15 


20 


5 j 




20 


- 


- convicts to transportation 


- 


- 


23 


15 


-■ 


- 


23 


- 


Untried - - - 


- 




2C) 


a * 


- 


- 


29 


















343 






u 43 


300 


292 


| 320 


12G 


130 


G6l 


760 
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PAPERS RELATING TO NEWGATE PRISON, DUBLIN 

A 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF A PLAN OF PRISON, 

capablsof accommodating, mScpn/ntc Ceils 412- Hrinoneps 
divisible into 23 distinct tiajses. 

Designed at the Deques/ of the Inspectors Geneml ofDrisons in Ireland, 
by. Da i -id Henry. ~q 2 . Stephen's Given . 



/' • 







A, Governors Clouse, which contains, besides his apartments, a Ceneral iii/cJtcn and Chapel 
BB See . 23 single Jbisons, each capable of containing JS Prisoners in seperate Cells; the first store 
divided into tiro Apartments, one for working, the other a dap room . 

C C i See, Airing Courts for Prisoners; m each of which a Tread SUB, marked e. is to be erected 
a a &-c. Turnkeys Lodges, to which are attached Two solitary Cells, with smafi airoig j ards to each 

-K. jTospita! for Males. —B. Hospital for females G G, Stores. 

Note . _ The Cell windows open into the respective Courts of the Prisons, and took upon the Corridore windows of the opposite 
Approximate -Estimate for Puddings, mdudiney details, and purchase of four Plantation. Acres of Land for Site, A 83.300. 

d(?4- Ohtledet/. lu die MOOSE OF COMMONS, /ale S’/rttiM.'lL /lcitcd.t '(226. 

d 
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